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Demand *****.Excerpt: .the child closer to her bared breast, and tried to draw the shirt up over her shoulders. Therewith a slight redness tinged her
round, white face, and her blue eyes assumed a half imploring, half simple and dreamily vacant, expression. I excused myself for intruding; her
mother had allowed me to come in; I would immediately go out again if she wished. She hummed her song without appearing to notice me; but
from time to time she would suddenly liG her eyes, as if to see whether I were still there; then bite her full, red under-lip; rock the child back and
forth; and, with her bare feet in the straw, beat time to her song. The child, which was but a few months old, had drunk and cried itself to sleep. The
cradle-song grew ever soGer; at length the young mother, kneeling down, wrapped the little one, which lay before her like some rosy, waxen doll, in
a great woollen shawl. In the corner near the pillow I observed a little couch made of old rags and tatters. On this the baby was gently and carefully
laid, and, in spite of the heat, covered yet again. Then the mother, always as if entirely alone in the room, began to let down and rebraid her
tangled, yellow hair. The rest of her toilet seemed to be perfectly satisfactory. Indeed, no elegant costume could have displayed the poor young
woman s charming figure to more advantage. The face was too like the old woman s to be considered pretty. Yet in the coloring and youthful
contour of that round little head lay a charm, which was not lessened...
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