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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 Excerpt: .stamping overhead, the ship plunging and groaning, and through all
the unceasing tremble of the screws. Yes, getting to India is no joke; but once established there, everything is rose-coloured. Government rations for
the women and children, for whom no allowance is made at home; no company washing to wear one to skin and bone; natives do all the menial
work of the quarters; very possibly, if the husband has a good billet, a pony for the wife to drive; plenty of money and plenty of amusement--
theatricals, dances, picnics, etc.--who would not envy the soldier s wife under the parental care of the Indian government? But there is the second
dinner-bugle; we had better be off and see how the men are going to put in their time this fine afternoon. As we cross the square we see the
subaltern of the day, with his sword clattering behind him, following the battalion orderly corporal on his tour round the dinners, the pair moving
with great strides, as if bent on establishing a record for the distance. Coming to a barrack-room, we find that the men have not lost much time
over their meal, dinner being already practically finished in the course of some ten or fifteen minutes. The mess we visit has luxuriated in a bake
today, but no duff has followed it, as the balance in the grocery-book is being nursed to allow of a spread on Sunday. This is consequently a jour
maigre; but...
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