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o Who and what was Jesus of Nazareth? In this question and its answer is involved the whole of what we mean by Christianity. If it could be
demonstrably proved that there never existed such a person as Jesus, Christianity, as a living force, would cease from the earth. There would indeed
be a history, a literature that would interest people according to their tastes; but there would be no heart-changing, world-up-lifting system of vital
and vitalizing truths and corresponding duties, binding upon the conscience of every human being and inspiring hope in every breast. In the
discussions we are about to enter nothing will be assumed except what is too obvious to question. It will not be assumed that the little books called
gospels were inspired at all. You will not be asked to consider any miracle, said to have been performed by Jesus, as making proof of his divinity.
Nor will I quote proof-texts to show that he is divine. The first question to ask is this: Did such a person as Jesus is described to have been ever really
exist? Did Jesus really live in Nazareth and work in Joseph s shop? Did he, for some three years and six months, go to and fro among men teaching
them? Was there, in the days of Herod and Pilate, a Jesus as surely as there was a Caesar?.
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