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**xxx Excerpt from Annual Report of the Postmaster General: Hearing Before the Committee on Governmental Affairs, United States Senate, One
Hundred Fourth Congress, Second Session, September 26, 1996 United States Senate, Committee on Governmental Affairs, Washington, D.C. The
Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:00 a.m., in Room SD-342, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Ted Stevens, Chairman of the Committee,
presiding. Present: Senators Stevens, Cochran, Thompson, and Akaka. Opening Statement Of Chairman Stevens Chairman Stevens. Good morning. |
do welcome the Postmaster General Marvin Runyon, and his staff to this hearing to receive the annual report of the Postmaster General. We have
delayed hoping that other members might get out of the meetings that are going on, but | believe we should start on time, General. This annual
hearing offers the Postmaster General the opportunity to tell the Senate the state of the Postal Service. Given our congressional responsibility to
oversee the function of the Postal Service, this hearing also provides members of the Senate an opportunity to question the Postmaster General
about specific issues and problems of concern to us. Finally, the Postmaster General may use this opportunity to outline any problems that may
need legislative solutions and to preview plans that the Postmaster General has in mind for the future. Existing law requires the Congress to continue
discussions on the future of the Postal Service. The Postal Service has ended their last two fiscal years with a profit and there is hope that it will be
able to maintain current rates for at least two more years. We need to discuss whether the Postal Service should, 1), institute additional measures to
improve efficiency, 2), be freed...
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