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*****.Excerpt from An Appeal to the Reason and Good Feeling of the English People: On the Subject of the Catholic Hierarchy It was argued,
therefore, that virtually this - the only great Constitution existing for Catholic England, part even of which had been already formerly repealed by
the late Pope - was rather a clog and embarrassment, than a guide. The Catholic Church in England had so much expanded and consolidated itself,
since the Emancipation Act, and its parts had so matured their mutual relations, that it could not be carried on without a full and explicit code. The
Bishops, it was urged, found themselves perplexed, and their situation full of diGiculty; as they earnestly desired to be guarded from arbitrary
decisions, by fixed rules, and yet had none provided for them. The uncertainty, also, of position on the part of the clergy, which resulted from this
anomalous state, made it still more painful. Such was the case submitted to the judgment of the Holy See, fully illustrated with practical
applications. A remedy was therefore prayed for, and it was suggested that it could only be in one of the two following forms: - Either the Holy See
must issue another and full Constitution, which would supply all wants; but which would be necessarily complicated and voluminous, and, as a
special provision, would necessarily be temporary: Or, the real and complete code of the Church must be at once extended to the Catholic Church in
England, so far as compatible with its social position: and this provision would be final. But, in order to adopt this second and more natural
expedient, one condition was necessary, and that...
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